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Mr. Johnson , Notes on a MS. Eclipse Volume, xlvii. 7 r 


Notes on a MS. Eclipse Volume. By the Rev. S. J. Johnson, M.A. 

The accompanying MS. volnme * gives eclipses in this country 
for a period of about 2,000 years, from a.d. 538 to a.d. 2500, 
being recorded ones of both luminaries from the date of the first 
in 538 to 1200; all solar eclipses visible here from a.d. 1200 to 
a.d. 2200, omitting a very few in which scarcely a tenth of the 
Sun’s diameter is obscured, including lunar ones for a certain 
period and large solar eclipses from a.d. 2200 to A.D. 2500. 

It will be seen that during the 1000 years from a.d. 1200 to 
a.d. 2200 there are only eight cases of an interval so long as 
that through which we are now passing (May 1882 to June 
1890) without a solar eclipse visible in England generally. 

The only solar eclipses total at Greenwich in the period of 
2000 years are those of 878 and 1715, as has been before re¬ 
marked, unless, perhaps, that of 664 is an instance. Between 
the eclipse of 1715 and the preceding one that most nearly 
approached the total phase at Greenwich, viz. that of 1140, 
there is an interval of 575 years and a month. A similar 
interval reckoned forwards from 1715 brings us to A.D. 2290, 
when there is an eclipse soon after sunrise that seems total in 
thp extreme north of the kingdom. A similar interval reckoned 
previously to 1140 brings us back to February 565, when the 
Sun appears to have been totally eclipsed across this country 
just before setting. Though no ancient chroniclers appear to 
record this directly, yet Matthew of Westminster says, “ In this 
year there were seen many signs in the Sun and Moon.” 

Melplash Vicarage, Dorset: 

April 28. 


515 This volume is placed in the Library. 
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May 1887. Mr. Tebbutt, Observations of Saturn etc. 
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